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Wellington Blind Sailing 
by Russell Lowry. 
The various storm fronts battering our Nation parted over Wellington's beautiful harbour on Sunday the 19th of September 2010. This resulted in idyllic weather conditions, slight seas,
sunny skies, & moderat winds. Sailability Wellington gave us the green light to go and a number of blind and visually impaired people took up the challenge to jump aboard the 3.3 metre access yachts and experience the thrill of sailing.
We came from the Manawatu, the Wairarapa, and the suburbs of Wellington.In total there were six visually impaired sailors along with a number of other family members in support or just out for a fun day. 
As soon as folk arrived Don Manning and his excellent support crew of Remy, Orrilla, James, & others provided an orrientation to the yachts and safety gear and then got them out on the water sailing. For some it was the very first time sailing and for others an excellent opportunity to extend their confidence and sailing skills. A great deal of fun and hands on exposure to the fundimentals of sailing and how it is done. One of the highlights was Peter Jones single handed sailing of the Liberty yacht. He had it flying up and down wind and tacking around marker boys. This was only his second time sailing and he took to it like a duck to water. Paul McEwan experienced sailing for the very first time and also appeared to be a natural. Others expressed increased confidence in understanding how to handle a yacht and a desire to do more sailing. It was awesome to have the support of competent sailors who gave up their time to assist us in our efforts to become better on the water. Our grateful thanks to you all.

Don Manning took time out to gather us together after our fun on the water and outline how Sailaibility Wellington works. He informed us all of the options open to folk if they would like to join Sailability Wellington for the yearly cost of $75.00. Excellent coaching and instruction is available through their support team. Additionally, the opportunity to gain certification in sailing. I'll be in touch a little later with other opportunities for folk to consider.
Disabled Sailing includes Blind Sailors. 
Blind Sailing is becoming more integrated into Disabled Sailing at all levels. With the rapid growth of Disabled Sailing there are increasing opportunities for Blind and VI Sailors to enjoy sailing, from the learner and recreational Sailor to the serious competitor. Our national representation to YNZ is via The Committee for Sailors with Disabilities, and our world sanctioning Authority is the IFDS, and not IBSA. 
Further to the opening article Wellington Blind Sailing, the following local activities are happening. 
Rotorua
The BOPDST that was spawned from the World BS champs last year has recently purchased two Access 3.3 Sailing dinghies. These were named and launced at a promotional event at Matutaraa Point lake Rotorua on September 26, and handed over for use to the newly formed Rotorua Sailability group. This group is well supported by mew blind Sailors in the Rotorua Region. 
Napier 
Follwing his return from the California Invitation Blind Sailing Regatta Dennis Hebberly has spent much time on the water off Napier sailing an Access dinghy. The launching of two new Access 3.3 dinghies by Napier Sailability recently widens the opportunity for Blind Sailors in Hawkes Bay. Dennis has invited a group of Blind and Vision impaired persons from Gisbourne to enjoy a day sailing and a barbeque on the beach, early in November. 
The 2011 International Blind Match-Racing Championships will be held from 20-26 March 2011 in Perth, Western Australia. 
The event will take the format proposed by IFDS to the International Paralympic Committee for the Blind Sailing Paralympic event in 2016. As such, it will be a test event for this format.
The match-racing championships will be raced in Sonars. It will use a system of audible buoys and tack indicators. It will be governed by the Appendix CBS, Match-Racing for Vision Impaired Sailors.
The three person crew must consist of: 
· B1 Skipper
· One female
· One male
· Not more than five points of sight (according to the IBSA classification system)
The Notice of Race for the championships will be released shortly. However, as we are acutely away of time ticking away, we wanted to alert you to the fact that the championships are taking place so that you can start putting together your teams. 
Perth is an amazing sailing location, with steady winds and a vast river to enjoy. The championships will be held at the end of our summer season, so there will be abundant sunshine and milder temperatures.
The Royal Perth Yacht Club, which will be holding the event, is ideally located close to the Central Business District. It is proud to have hosted the America's Cup, and is looking forward to welcoming you to this, the first International Blind Match-Racing regatta in Australia.
Blind Sailing New Zealand invites expressions of interest to trial for the representative team to this event. Trials will be conducted in December. Please send expressions of interest to Brian Trubovich at gnashadog@xtra.co.nz by 31 October 2010. 
Vision Impaired teenagers try sailing in Tauranga. 
By Graeme Wallace.
Fortunately the morning of Wednesday July 14 dawned clear but cold with little wind. The Tauranga Blind and Vision Impaired Sailing Club had been asked to provide an opportunity for Vision Impaired teenagers attending an RNZFB camp at Papamoa to try sailing.
With twelve young people spread over the four Farr 6000 trailer yachts we had organised it was going to be a bit of a crush when two adults and they had to fit into the cockpits but we would manage.
After a quick pit stop and a safety and sailing briefing the children were assigned a skipper and were soon in their lifejackets and aboard. As we motored out of the marina we had a nice building southerly breeze that eventually reached abut 10-12 knots. So the sails were soon hoisted and the new helmsmen and women were learning the skills required to bring the boats up or down while their mates worked the sheets.
After tacking up the Otumoetai Channel towards Rangiwaiea Island the crews were tested further with a few gybes thrown in to test their mettle. Being gung ho teenagers this of course was considered far more exciting than tacking. As the morning progressed the wind died briefly then came in again from the southeast which allowed the boats to return with four very happy crews, and possibly some potential recruits for Blind Sailing in the future.
Among the comments we received were “Thanks for you time and experience, we had an awesome time” (Matt, Marina and Emil as well as Josh, Connor and Jared ); “Thanks for putting up with our terrible singing. We had so much fun” (Livi, Rachel and Natasha); “Thanks for sharing your knowledge and experience with us, we really enjoyed it” (Amanda, Georgia and Shari). Apparently the kids were buzzing for the rest of the day.
Tauranga B&VISC would like to acknowledge the assistance we received from Bob Shaw and Ken Clarke (Le Ghost), John Burns (Mintaka) and Robert de Kock who was the eyes on the Clubs boat for Robert. Without their able assistance we would have struggled.
Blind Sailing Regatta Alameda (San Francisco)
By Dennis Hebberley. 
In March I was asked by Blind Sailing New Zealand if I was interested in participating in the inaugural California Blind Sailing Regatta to be held in the Alameda Canal in San Francisco Harbour. I had not done much sailing since the Taupo ‘Have a go’ day run by Blind Sailing New Zealand last year but was keen to learn more so put up my hand. With encouragement from my wife and anxious to push the boundaries we set about organising a trip to San Francisco and a holiday afterwards to Canada. With no real interest from other blind sailors in New Zealand and with the help of Al Spector of the Marin Sailing School we put together a international team which sailed as Team New Zealand. Apart from the have a go weekend at Taupo I had done no sailing at all so I got hold of Sailability in Hawke’s Bay who are just starting up and they were able to provide me with dinghy sailing experience on Saturday mornings which was great. We arrived in San Francisco on Wednesday the 12th of May and headed up into the Napa Valley for wine tasting on the Thursday before the regatta. We had a briefing at the Island Yacht Club in Alameda on the Friday morning with practice racing on the Friday afternoon. This was the first time we had all met and the first time I had seen a J24 yacht let alone sail one. Our team was Laurence Euteneier who was a B1 mainsheet trimmer from Ottawa, George Gurrola who was our 80 year old jib trimmer from San Francisco and Peter Frisch who was our tactician from Boston. The fifth person on the boat each day was the owners rep so this changed every half day as we changed boats. The practice went off well with us clicking as a team and finishing the practice races no worse than 3rd. The weather was typical of San Francisco with foggy mornings with next to no wind and the wind would get up around lunch time. 
The first mornings racing we felt went really well although a little unlucky not to win the first race having a 20 boat length lead at one point until the wind died. When the wind picked up it was from behind us and bought all the boats back to us. A third and two seconds was a reasonable mornings effort.. The afternoon again we came second in the first race but by only half a boat length but we finished the day quite deflated with two last places. Everything we did went wrong in those two races.
At the end of Day one we were third equal with Japan and one point behind Canada with the Boston Team well in the lead. Our thoughts were if we sailed well on Sunday we would get second and if we sailed bad we would get last.
A great evening was put on by the yacht club and the friendly banter between all the sailors was great. 
Sunday morning weather wise was again typical San Francisco with little wind. The first race was memorable for a number of things. First we had a brilliant start where we were on an opposite tack to al the other boats and powered up. We missed the back end of one boat by about a metre and the next boat nissed the back of us by the same margin. Second we won the race and third the margin was a whole leg with us crossing the finish line at the same time the second boat was rounding the last mark. The distance ahead we got was largely due to a gust of wind that we got that no one else did. The second and third races of the morning we also won. It wasn’t until we got back to the dock that we realised that we had actually won the regatta. We were even on points with USA but we had had three wins and they had only had two.
I have a lot of people to thank for the success we gained.
· My wife for being my number one team member for thirty two years and providing endless encouragement.

· Sailability Hawkes Bay and Auckland who provided me access to sailing and gave me lots of tips and tricks.

· Al Spector from the Marin Sailing School who helped me find people to make up the team.

· Opus International (My employer) who provided shirts for the team.

· Brian Trubovich (Trubi) who gave me access to a rum race in Auckland which gave me a feel for big boat sailing, and Blind Sailing New Zealand for the initial introduction and the opportunity .

The Island Yacht Club and the Marin Sailing School did a simply superb job of organising the regatta and should be congratulated. As for our team? A simply awesome job on the water and a nice bunch to boot.
Who said Kiwis cant fly. Put them in a boat with a hunk of cloth and some wind and they are world beaters and you don’t even have to be sighted to experience the thrill.
Blind Sports Awards
On Friday 21 May the 2009 World Champ NZ Blind Sailing Team looking smart in formal uniform attended the Blind Sports Awards presentation. The three crews won the Team of the Year, Brian Trubovich won the Coach of the Year, and Garth Wilson from BOPTYS won the Volunteer of the Year for his World Champs effort. 
Coming Events: 
The 2011 International Blind Match-Racing Championships will be held from 20-26 March 2011 in Perth, Western Australia. 
The National Championships are proposed for April 2011.
Homerus World Blind Racing in September 2011
www.blindsailing.org
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